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Office: Stabler Hall, 604C

Office hours:  8-8:50 MWF, or by appointment, or by e-mail (emanson@ualr.edu), or by zoom
This course is both an in-person class, but also an online class.  All classes will be recorded and placed in Google Classroom.  
The Care Team (https://ualr.edu/studentsuccess/care-team/) exists to assist current UA Little Rock students with situations that can potentially disrupt a student’s academic progress. Our goal is to intervene early, connecting students with campus and community resources to maintain academic and social wellbeing. The team reviews each case and coordinates appropriate outreach and follow-up. The Care Team understands that student life (no matter one’s background or pathway) is stressful and helping students successfully navigate UA Little Rock is one way to show we care!
Course Objectives: 

This seminar will examine the career of one of the most interesting and important figures in world history. Alexander expanded the domain of Greek civilization from the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas to the lands of Afghanistan and India.  Students in this seminar are expected to acquire a reasonable mastery of the major events and developments of Alexander’s brief reign, and to demonstrate appropriate skill in written and oral analysis of this material, to include a research paper that asks a significant historical question, answers it with a clear thesis and a logical argument, and supports it with both primary and secondary sources.  While a background in history is helpful, there is no precise prerequisite for this course.  What background you need will be given in class.  We will be dealing principally with primary sources in translation.  The five assigned primary sources make up approximately 90% of all the surviving material from Antiquity on Alexander the Great.  Sad to say that there is more information available about Kim Kardashian than the great Alexander.  These primary source readings will be supplemented by a secondary readings.  
This course fulfills the capstone seminar requirement for History majors.

Required Reading
The following is required and may be purchased in the University bookstore or found online.  Please do not use Kindle editions; they use different notational systems.
All of the following can be found online or, with the exception of Justin, in the bookstore..
Arrian.  The Campaigns of Alexander https://www.attalus.org/info/arrian.html 
Curtius. The History of Alexander http://www.attalus.org/info/curtius.html 
Plutarch, Life of Alexander https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Alexander*/home.html 
Plutarch, Life of Demosthenes https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Demosthenes*.html 
Diodorus of Sicily. The Library, Book 17 https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Diodorus_Siculus/home.html 
Justin, Epitome of Pompeius Trogus. Books 7, 11, and 12. on the web, http://www.attalus.org/info/justinus.html 
Requirements for the Course
Article/chapter Reviews: Listed in your syllabus and found in Classroom (Classwork) each week there will be reprinted secondary materials related to the week’s discussions.  Unless otherwise informed, you need each week to critique one of these listed for the week.  Your review needs to include a statement of the article or chapter’s thesis and then an analysis based on the assigned primary sources as to its validity.  These need to be turned in no later than midnight the previous Saturday.  Late exercises will not be accepted.  Each exercise is worth a maximum of five points. 

Research paper: Undergraduates are to write a 15–20-page research paper on an approved topic in which they use the assigned primary sources and at least three approved secondary books or articles.  These must be approved by me in advance.  The paper represents a maximum of 50 points. Graduate students will write a 20-25 page research paper on an approved topic, in which in addition to the assigned primary sources at least five approved secondary books or articles.  These must be approved by me in advance.  The paper represents 30 possible points.  
Paper format:  your paper must include a title clearly reflecting the question you are answering; a thesis, i. e. introductory paragraph(s), that briefly, but succinctly, answers the question being asked, highlighting your main points and main conclusions.  The bulk of the subsequent paper then supports and defends this thesis with evidence and is followed by a conclusion that refers back to your original thesis, summarizing your major conclusions.  Footnotes, if noting sources used should be in the text following the statement they support – use the ancient notational system and for secondary material, author’s last name, year published, and page number (s), place long or chatty footnotes at the bottom of the page) and bibliography are required.  In general, chatty notes and bibliography should be according to the Chicago Manual of Style.  Please set reasonable margins, number each page, and use Times New Roman 12.  
Position paper: Graduate students (only) are to prepare a ten-page assessment (a critical book review), following the format described above and using both the assigned in-class source readings and secondary materials, of one of the following: E. M. Anson. Alexander the Great: Themes and Issues London, New Delhi, New York, and SidneyL Bloomsbury Academic.  J. M. O’Brien, Alexander the Great: The Invisible Enemy (New York, NY/London: Routledge, 1992); N. G. L. Hammond, The Genius of Alexander the Great (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1997); A. B. Bosworth, Alexander and the East: The Tragedy of Triumph (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998); I. Worthington, Alexander the Great: Man and God (Harlow: Pearson Education, 2004); P. Cartledge, Alexander the Great: The Hunt for a New Past (New York, NY: Vintage Books, 2005); F. L. Holt, Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005); E. Carney, Olympias: The Mother of Alexander the Great (London/New York, NY:  Routledge, 2006); C. G. Thomas, Alexander the Great in his World (London: Blackwell Publishing, 2007); W. Heckel, In the Path of Conquest: Resistance to Alexander the Great (Oxford: oxford University Press, 2020);  J. F. C. Fuller, The Generalship of Alexander the Great (Rutgers University Press, 1960); D. W. Engels. Alexander the Great and the Logistics of the Macedonian Army (University of California Press, 1978).  These are available in the library and also from Amazon.  (20 possible points).  

All final grade computations on the basis of:


90 – 120  points = A   (includes major paper, 13 reviews, and 5 bonus points for completing the course) 


80 -  89 =  B                  


70 -  79 =  C


60 – 69  = D


0 –   59  = F
No incompletes will be given except for great and good cause.  However, if problems come up, please let me know as soon as possible.  Most can be accommodated.  This class cannot be taken on a credit/no credit or pass/fail basis.  All incomplete requests must be made by December 6.  Completed work can not be repeated.
DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments in accordance with federal and state law.  If you have a documented disability and need an accommodation as a result of that disability, please contact us privately at the beginning of the course, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the academic and technical requirements of the course.  The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Determining the reasonable accommodations, you might need is based upon a thorough intake interview by the DRC and a deliberative process between the DRC and your instructor.  Thus, if you have a documented disability, please contact me and the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP).  For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.  The chair of the department offering this course is also available to assist with accommodations.
Academic Dishonesty: 

For what constitutes academic dishonesty, see https://sa.berkeley.edu/conduct/integrity/definition).  Academic dishonesty can result in a failing grade for an assignment, for an entire course, dismissal from the University.  Please do not use AI.  Given the nature of my assignments it is very easy to detect and will be considered cheating.  Two of the things you need to acquire in college are “your voice” and the ability to think critically.  Only you can acquire these, not your computer.
Students with questions about their grades: Students with questions or complaints about the grading of their papers should write out what the problem is and give it to me in class or send it to me by email and attach the original paper as well.  This is the forum in which such matters are to be handled.  Questions regarding the material covered in papers or in class should be asked in class or by e-mail.  For questions regarding a grade, you need to present in written form an argument supporting your contention pointing with references to the material in your paper that you believe defends your position along.  Remember one of the objectives of this course is to improve writing and analytical skills.  All questions about grades must be asked within a week of the due date except under very extraordinary circumstances.
Student Grievances in general: See the Dean of Students website, https://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/student-complaints/

University Inclement Weather Policy
https://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/inclement-weather-policy/ 
This particular faculty member will disband class whenever the Little Rock Public Schools are closed because of weather.  All papers due on the day class is cancelled will be due the following available class day.  Only when closed for weather, not parent-teacher conferences, etc.
                                                                Syllabus
Week

. 


   1
8/19     Introduction

            8/21
Sources



Baynham. The Ancient Evidence for Alexander the Great. Pp. 1-29 (either this review or what follows, unlike all subsequent reviews which are due on the previous Saturday, this one is due by midnight, 8/22)) 


8/23     Sources:  The evaluation of a lost source

Arrian 1. Pref., 12. 4-5 (pp. 41, 67-68)


Anson, “The Royal Historian.” Ptolemy I Soter (or this review, unlike all subsequent reviews which are due on the previous Saturday, this one is due by midnight, 8/22)
   2
8/26, 8/28, 8/30    Macedonian Background/Persian Background
Diodorus book 16. Sections 1-4, 6, 7-8, 21.Sentence1-64. 4, 74. 1-77. 2, 84. 1-95. 5; Justin book 7. Section 3-book 9, section 8
Anson. “Macedonia before Philip.” Philip II the Father of Alexander the Great. (may write a review of this chapter or the one below) 
Olbrycht. “Macedonia and Persia” A Companion to Ancient Macedonia
   3
9/2-9/6
No Class
   4
9/9, 9/11, 9/13     
Philip and the Transformation of Macedonia
Diod. 16. 3-4, 7. 2-8.7, 14. 1-4, 21.1-40.2, 52. 9-64. 3, 69;  71. 1-3, 74. 1-77. 3, 84. 1-89. 3, Arrian 7. 9. 1-5
(Penguin 360-361); Just. 8. 6
    

Anson. “A Father’s Legacy.”  Alexander the Great
   5
9/16
Peace of Corinth; League of Corinth


Diod. 16. 84-87; Just.










 9. 3-5; GHI 76 









handout and 

                                                                                                            in classwork


Roebuck. “The Settlements of Philip II with the Greek States/”  Philip II 



and Athens.(may write a review of this chapter or the one below)

9/18
The Murder of Philip: A literary investigation of the crime Plut. Alex. 9-









10; Diod. 16. 91-95, 










7. 2. 1; Just. 9. 6-8








Diod. 17. 17-22; Just.                          
.


Anson, “The Death of a King.” Philip II, the Father of Alexander the 



Great  (may write a review of this chapter or the one above)

9/20
The Aftermath
: Alexander’s asserting his authority
Arrian 1. 1-11. 2 (pp.41-65); Diod. 17. 17-29. 1; 1-16; Plut. Alex. 1-14; Just. 9. 8-11. 1, 3-5. 9
            


 6
9/23 
Asia Minor





Arrian 1. 11. 1-2. 5. 9 (pp. 65-109); Curtius 3.1-24; Diod. 17. 17-Plut. Alex. 15-18; Just. 11. 5. 1-7. 16







A Map Exercise




Handout and in classwork (no review will discuss in class)

9/25
Reconstructing a Battle


Devine. “Demythologizing the Battle of the Granicus.” (yep, a review)

9/27
Alexander’s Greek settlements


Handouts and in classwork (Demosthenes. On the Treaty with Alexander: Alexander’s letter to the Chians) (no written review, will discuss in class)







Handout
7
9/30
Issus and Phoenicia




Arrian 2. 6. 1-25. 4










(pp. 108-144); Diod. 









17. 39. 1-48. 7; Curt. 










3. 2. 1-4. 6. 30; Plut. 










Alex. 19-25; Just. 11.  









8. 1-10. 14; 12. 1. 1-










11 






 10/2, 10/4  Egypt





Arrian, 3. 1-6 (pp. 










148-157); Plut. 










Alex. 26-28; Curt. 4. 










7. 1-8. 16; Diod. 17. 










49-52; Just. 11. 11. 1-










11


Anson “Alexander and Siwah”
8
10/7 
 Alexander and the Conquest of Asia


Arrian, 3. 7. 1-4. 22. 2 (pp. 158-239); Plut. Alex. 29-56; Curt. 4. 9. 1-8. 12. 4; Diod. 17. 53-83; Just. 11. 12. 1-11; 12. 2. 1-7. 4
Anson, “The Kingdom of Asia.” In Alexander the Great.


10/9, 10/11  

Alexander and administration 
Review: Arrian, 1. 









17-18 (pp. 77-78); 









Plut.  Alex. 17; Diod. 










17. 23-30; Alex. 11-

                                                                                                            16; Deadline for 
                                    Approval of 

                                    research paper

                                                                                    topic, midnight 








10/11
Anson, “Alexander and the Administration of an Empire.” In Alexander the Great 

    9
10/14,10/16, 10/18 To India and back 


Arrian, 4. 22. 3-6. 30. 3 (pp. 239-347); Plut. Alex. 29-62; Curt. 4. 9. 1-9. 3. 19; Diod. 17. 53-96. Handout.                                                                                    Deadline to submit a title and bibliography 



Bosworth, “The Justification of Terror.” In Alexander and the East.








Deadline to submit a thesis statement and a bibliography for research paper

   10
10/21, 10/23, 10/25 Grand Strategy


Anson, “‘Shock and Awe’” à la Alexander the Great.” (this one or the one below)


Anson.  “Counter-Insurgency: The Lessons of Alexander the Great.” (this one or the one above)

   11
10/28, 10/30, 11/1

  Alexander and the end of the campaign


Thesis statement for 










Paper due, 11/1









Arrian, 6. 1-7. 23; Plut. Alex. 63-72; Curt. 9. 3. 20-10. 29; Diod. 17. 97-115

  12      11/4, 11/6, 11/8  Alexander’s goals and internal problems
Arrian 3. 11-12, 26. 1-27. 3; 4. 7. 3-9. 9, 12. 3-14. 4; 5. 25. 1-29. 3; 7. 4. 4- 6. 5, 8. 1-12. 4. 23. (pp. 178-179, 191-193, 213-218, 222-227, 291-299, 353-357, 359-368); Diod. 17. 79-80, 94, 108; Plut. Alex. 48-52, 54-55, 71; Curt. 6. 7. 1-7. 2-33, 8. 1. 20-52, 6. 7-20; 9. 2. 1-3. 19; 10. 2. 8-3. 14; Just. 12. 5. 1-8, 6. 1-18.




Bosworth, “Alexander and the Iranians.”  (this one or one of the following)
Anson, “Alexander the Great: A Life Lived as Legend,” in Alexander the Great and Propaganda.
Heckel, : “The Conspiracy Against Philotas”
  13
11/11, 11/13, 11/15  Alexander and Deification 

Arrian review section on Aleander and Siwah; 4. 9. 9-14. 4; 7. 23. 1—3, 29. 3-30. 3 (pp. 217-227, 387-388, 396-397); Curt. 8. 5. 1-22; Just. 12. 7. 1-3; Handout




Bosworth. “The Creation of Belief.” In Alexander and the East.

Or

Anson. “Alexander and Deification.” In Alexander the Great..
  14
11/18, 11/20, 11/22 Alexander and War Crimes? The nature of war: so much for

                                            the Geneva Convention








Muller. “War Crimes?” The Campaigns of Philip II and Alexander the Great.


Turn in Rough Draft, 11/22
. 
  15
11/24-11/30  Fall Break

  16
 12/2   Alexander’s death and legacy



Arrian  7. 24-30; Plut. Alex. 73-77; Curt. 10. 1. 1-10. 20; Diod. 17. 116-118
Anson. 2013. “Alexander’s Legacy.” In Alexander the Great: Themes and Issues: 181-188 (no review due)


Research papers due



Position papers due 
Paper Topics

(You will need to create a question to answer from the chosen topic)
1.   Alexander’s religiosity

2.   Alexander and deification

3.   Alexander’s administration

4.   Alexander and the “Unity of Mankind”

5.   Alexander the General

6.   The evolution of the Macedonian army

7.   Internal struggles within the general staff

8.   City-founding and colonization

9.   Relationship of Macedonians and Greeks

10. Relationship of Macedonians and Persians

11. Alexander’s goal(s) (terms of conquest, deification, “fusion”, etc., take your pick)
12. Alexander and counter-insurgency
13. The role of religion in Alexander’s campaign

14. Alexander and “stability operations”
15. Alexander the Great and war crimes
7

